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especially on politics. In the war of 1870-1871 he commanded
the Bonn Royal Hussar Regiment with especial distinction,
and won the Iron Cross, 1st class. During his long service as
aide-de-camp and Chief aide-de-camp under my grandfather, he
reached such a position of trust that my grandfather used to
discuss with him matters of the utmost importance. In the same
way my grandmother and the Grand Duchess Louise placed their
trust in the solid qualities of this man's character. His quiet
work assisted not a little in creating the foundations for the
restoration of the confessional peace, for he was just as loyal
as a son of the Roman church, as he was as a Prussian Officer.

During my Bonn period I got to know better, and extra-
ordinarily to respect General von Loe; I used to meet him
at my grandmother's in Coblenz, When the Empress gave
her great receptions for the Rhineland and Westphalian nobles,
she would call me over that I might give her my assistance
and lead her, as walking had become difficult to her. General
von Loe was usually present, and was kind enough to enlighten
me beforehand as to the personalities of those who were to be
presented. In my campaign, toos against the Union Club, of
which I shall speak later, he gave me valuable advice, for he
had himself been engaged in a similar though ineffectual con-
flict when brigade-commander of the cavalry in Berlin,

Although a passionate supporter of the cavalry, he devoted
himself, in so far as the rules allowed, to the modern develop-
ment of the infantry. This was a theme that was often dealt
with in our conversations. An incident which General von
Loe once related, and which I still distinctly remember, may
give some idea of the conditions in those days, as well as of
von Loe himself. One morning the General had ridden out to
the Kreuzberg, in his character of divisional commander, to
watch the infantry being trained. He noticed that the infantry
were schooled, tinder the eye of General von Pape, to march
across the field in perfect t( line " ; this can naturally only be
accomplished if the men, instead of looking in front of them,
continually look to left and right. When Loe joined him Pape
drew his attention, with pride, to the splendid " dressing " of
his ranks, to which Loe sarcastically replied; *' Your Excellency,